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“WE ought to obey God rather than men.”

e e —
THE State is political; Christianity is not and cannot
be, political.

B Y S

CHRISTIANITY knows but one creed, and that is, 1 be-
lieve the word of the Lord.”

e AP e

IT is not possible that ‘civil righteousness” should
be either civil or righteous.

e I U DRSS

THE aim of the SENTINEL is to be intolerant of no
man, and tolerant of no wrong principle.

e R D

THERE can never be any permanent national pros-
perity which does not go hand in hand with justice.

e e

Froy a political point of view, there is no subject
more important, or one less understood, than that of
natural rights.

L e

Lookixag towards the Christian’s country, the view
is the same in all countries. Hence the Christian can
feel as much at home in one part of the earth as in
another.

e R e S T

THE man who asks people to believe that the first
day, or any day, is as good as the seventh day which
God sanctified, asks them to put no difference between
a holy thing and that which is common.

Fashion in religion, like fashion in anything else, is
of the devil. Religious legislation is always an effort
to force people to follow the religious fashions of the
times.

IN secular matters the minority can properly ac-
quiesce in the decision of the majority; but in religious
matters this cannot be. In religion no man can determ-
ine duty for his neighbor; the majority cannot decide
for the minority. Hence a civil government cannot
justly undertake to be religious.

> O
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Science With the Bible, and Without the Bible.

SALVATION is the one great subject of the Bible.

Other things are referred to, and to some extent dis-
cussed in the Bible; but always in subordination to the
one great and only subject, which is Salvation.

Salvation itself is science, and while this is treated in
the Bible as the one great science—the science of sciences
—yet other sciences are not ignored, but are often re-
ferred to.

It is true that in the Bible no science is considered
without God; yet this is nothing against its being science.
The idea of science without God is a vain and fallacious
thing, infinitely more incongruous than the drama of
Hamlet with Hamlet left out. It is a palpable contra-
diction, for how can there be true knowledge where the
very Source of knowledge is ignored ?

In all science without God, *“There is a painful uncer-
tainty, a constant searching and reaching for assurances
that can be found only in God.” 1In all the discussions of
such science there is betrayed a consciousinability, some-
times acknowledged, to trace things back to the first
great principle, to that which is fixed and final, and where
the mind can rest in assured certainty.

In the Bible, however, that is, in science with God,
there is none of thisuncertainty. In that there is no feel-
ing about for a standing place; there are no proffers of
“a working hypothesis;” but everything is placed at
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once upon God as the origin and ultimate of every phen-
omenon, the sure resting-place of the mind after every
“last analysis.”

In science without the Bible, that by which things are
held together is Cohesion. But when it is asked, What is
Cohesion? the only answer is ‘“ That by which things are
held together.” In science without the Bible, that by
which all things are held up or held in place, is Gravita-
tion. But when it is asked, “What is Gravitation?”’ the
only answer is, ‘“That by which all things are held up or
held in place.”” But such answers as these are notanswers
at all: they are simply the saying of the same thing in
another way.

Yet it is a fact that such is just the instruction that
is given in the books, and such is the teaching that is
given to students. But by it the mind of the student is
caused to travel in a’circle, and is left wandering there;
ever inquiring and finding no certain or satisfactory an-
swer. It is proper for a student to ask, ‘“ What holds, in
their places, the worlds and all things?’> And it is proper
enough that the answer should be, “Gravitation.” It is
then proper for him to ask, “What is Gravitation?”
But it is not in any sense proper to answer that, ‘“Gravi-
tation is that by which all things are held in their places.”
It is proper for the student to ask,““What is it thatholds
things together?”” And it is proper enough that the an-
swer should be, “Cohesion.” It is then proper that he
should ask, “What is Cohesion?”” But it is not in any
sense proper, nor is it at all sensible, to answer this
question by saying that ‘“Cohesion is what holds things
together.”

Yet that and such asthat throughout the curriculum
is what is offered as science. It is science without God
science without the Bible; but it is not genuinescience. By
it, all that any person can ever know is merely something
about things; he cannot know the reality of the things
themselves.

In science with the Bible, it is altogether different-
In that, when a child or a student asks, ‘“What holds all
things in their places?”’ he can be told that it is Gravita-
tion. And when he asks, ‘“What is Gravitation?”’ he can
be answered, “God made the worlds by his Son, who,
being the brightness of his glory, and the express image
of his person, and upholding all things by the word of
his power.” Heb. 1:1-8. Thus, gravitation is the power
of God manifested in his word through Jesus Christ.
When it is asked, ‘¢What holds all things together?”’ and
it is answered, ‘“Cohesion;”’ and when it is asked, ¢“What
is Cohesion?’’ the true answer is, “God hath translated
us into the kingdom of his dear Son, by whom
all things were created, visible and invisible, whether they
be thrones or dominions or principalities or powers, all
things were madeby him and for him; and he isbefore all
things and by him all things consist”’—[hold together].
Thus Cohesion is the power of God manifested through
Jesus Christ our Lord.

All things came neither by evolution, nor by the
“nebular hypothesis,” but by the word of God. For “by

the word of the Lord were the heavens made and all the
host of them by the breath of his mouth. For he spake,
and it was.” And ‘“Through faith we understand that
the worlds were framed by the word of God, so that
things that are seen were not made of things which do
appear.”

Gravitation was taught in the Bible more than twen-
ty-three hundred years before it was discovered by New-
ton. That the air has weight and that dew is formed by
distillation, was taught in the Bible more than twenty-
five hundred years before science without the Bible had
‘“discovered” it. That there is a difference in the radi-
ance of the stars, and not simply a difference in their dis-
tance, was declared in the Bible more than fifteen hundred
years before modern science had learned it. That there
is healing in the sunshine was taught in the Bible twen-
ty-three hundred years ago, and medical science has only
lately ‘“discovered’ it. The science of meteorology—the
sources of the wind and the rain, the .cireulation of the
waters and of the atmosphere—was revealed in the Bible
more than twenty -five hundred years before science with-
out the Bible had become at all acquainted with it.

The world of science and philosophy to-day is going
farther and farther astray, ‘“in wandering mazes lost,”
because of its persistent ignoring of God in the Bible. By
such pretended knowledge and wisdom the world is fast
coming to the point where again it does not know God.
And through the glamor of this so-called science and
philosophy, even the professed Church of Christ is fast
forgetting God.

He who believes the Bible and thus becomes so ac-
quainted with God and the power of his word, that he
knows and rests with perfect confidence in the knowledge
that God possesses and has revealed in the Bible a phil-
osophy and a science that is as far beyond any that this
world ever knew, as heaven is higher than the earth, is
counted as fairly beyond the pale of respectability. But
all that makes no difference with the truth. And it is
the everlasting truth that in the Bible there is more and
better science, truer and more profound philosophy, than
this world ever knew or ever can know without that
book.

God is. He is theformer of allthings. He is the only
true teacher. He is ever ready and is waiting to be the
teacher of all. He will willingly teach all who will be
taught by him. And to all such he will teach all knowl-
edge and all wisdom, all science and all philosophy. For
in him are hid all the treasures of philosophy and science,
and ye are complete in him who is the head of all princi-
pality and power.

Doing Evil That ﬁood May Come.

U~DER the heading of “The First Sunday Law Case,”
a late issue of the Providence Journal contains the fol-
lowing :—

‘‘A certain deacon in a Connecticut town, feeling that
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the new Sunday law ought to be enforced, purchased a
pound of erackers of a fellow-citizen on the first day of
the week for the express purpose of having him haiuled
into court. The seller was promptly ac qultted This is
a further indication of the impracticability of the law;
but the interest in the case lies in the conduct of the
deacon. It never occurred to him, apparently, that his
zeal had led him into an unneighborly and unchristian
action., and that he who tempts a man to break the law
is as much to blame as if he had broken it himself.
But Sabbatarian enthusiasm plays the deuce with moral
perceptions.”

<%

War and the Duel.

A DUEL is a combat between two individuals. War
is a combatbetween twonations. It is a duel on agrand
scale.

In this country duelling is condemned. The individ-
ual who engages in a duel is regarded as lacking in the
essential elements of moral character. He is classed with
the gambler and with those who yield to the control of
vice and passion. Yet the same ones who thus condemn
the individual duel defend the national duel as anentirely
proper and even honorable proceeding. The vast major-
ity of the church people take this course, and even go so
far as to maintain military organizations in their own
midst. And while they justify duelling between nations,
they affirm that the combatants in such a case may be
“Christian’’ nations.

Such inceonsistency is of course perceived in those na-
tions of the Old World occupying a lower plane of virtue
than that on which this country assumes to stand; and
they are not slow to point it out. The following from
the New York Journal, of August 25, sets the case before
us upon its merits, and might be read with profit by sev-
eral millions of our “Christian citizens”:—

“If France and Italy had any wish to know what is
thought in the United States of duelling they have been
fully informed. The press of this great country has
spoken copiously, with the set-to of Prince Henry and
the Count of Turin for a text, and it is decided that the
duel is nonsense—that nothing could be more irrational
than to endeavor to determine the merits of one question
by settling the merits of another; that for the Count to
prove himself a more successful swordsman than the
Prince left as it was before the disputed point of Italian
courage in Abyssinia.

“This is true,as obviously true asthat man is a fight-
ing animal. But it is unfortunate that the philosophers
of Italy and France can inquire with force whether if we
are so convinced of the folly and essential savagery of
the duel, we ought not to sink or sell our navy and dis-
band our army. For, after all, what argument is there
that tells against the duel which does not also bear with
equal weight against war? What does war prove except
the superior strength or courage of the victorious na-
tion? The duel between individuals and the combat be-
tween peoples are alike an appeal to force—the last ar-
bitrament, to which we still resort in common with the
lower animals.

“While every nation of Europe is armed to the teeth,

waiting like a Klondike miner with his hand on his pistol
to repel any attempt to jump his claim—while there are
more soldiers in the civilized world than any other age
ever saw—it is rather queer to witness the duellist haled
before the court of reason and required to listen to philo-
sophieal lectures delivered with a Quaker accent.

“And the Italian or French defender of the practice of
private war may express interest in the phenomenon of
the survival in full strength of the spirit of the duellist
among people who have abandoned the duel. In an in-
dustrial community such as ours, where the theory is re-
ceived that the law affordsreparation for all wrongs, and
that it is disreputable as well as foolish forindividuals to
fight, the peaceful citizens desire that their government—
which is themselves in the aggregate—should be guided
not by Christian maxims of non-resistance to evil, but by
the duellist’s code.  They wish their government to be
sensitive upon the point of honor, to respond to rudeness
by layingits hand upon itssword, and toresent an affront
or avenge an injury precisely.as the whiskered pandour
and fierce huzzar would be expected to do by his duel-
approving comrades.

“It is all utterly unreasonable and perfectly human.”

B o S ——

Romanism in the United States Navy.

SoME idea of the manner in which Romanism is in-
trenching itself in this Government, may be gained from
the following letter written by an officer on the U. S.
battleship Oregon, to a Protestant minister, and pub-
lished in the Herald and Presbyter, of August 25th (the
names of the parties in the correspondence being sup-
pressed, for politic reasons):—

“Dear Friend :—I will write you these few lines con-
cerning a little incident which happened on board the
United States ship Oregon, last Friday, to let you
know how things are going in this grand United States
navy.

‘“Last Friday was, as you know, Good Friday, quite
a day among the Catholics. Early Friday morning, just
before breakfast, there was an order issued by the cap-
tain that there would be no meat eaten by the crew or
officers that day, which caused quite a bit of dissatisfac-
tion among some of the men. But that was only a
‘starter.” About 10.30 A. M., a big, burly priest came on
board ship, and the whole crew had to attend a meeting
in the officers’ quarters, where they had a great many
large candles burning and a lot of other foolishness. All
the officers, with the exception of two, were dressed in
big robes of white. = When the priest left the ship all the
crew were lined up on the quarterdeck, and. as he went
over the gangway, the captain gave the order to salute
him, which they all did with the exception of thirty-four,
myself among the thirty-four. And we were every one of
us punished for not saluting the priest, under a charge of
not obeying orders.

“When I enlisted in the navy I did not think I was
joining a Catholic institution, and I told the captain so,
and he came near putting me in the brig (ship’s prison)
for saying it to him. Now that the officers know I am
against the Catholics, I expect that they will make my
life miserable the rest of my time on the Oregon, just be-
cause I let them know I am an American.
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“Now, I would like to have you advise me on this
subject. I have already been told by an officer that the
best thing I could do was to get out of this, and, if I did
not, I would be disrated to a seaman.

“April 22, 1897.”
- t——

TreE Bible Sabbath begins and ends at sunset. The
Sunday sabbath begins and ends in the darkness of
midnight.

>r o <<

Political Prayer.

IT is not very consistent for a journal which is pub-
lished in the interests of the papacy, to decry that which
savors of the papal principle of union of Church and
State; but it is plain that papal journals can see the evil
readily enough and know how to state the truth when it
is a case of union of the State with some other religion
than the papal. The Catholic Mirror, for example, takes
occasion from some recent utterances by the Senate chap-
lain of Congress, while in the discharge of his official du-
ties, to comment upon the folly of political prayer. The
Mirror says:—

“The offensive practice of Protestant ministers mak-
ing ‘prayers’ of a certain character in legislative or po-
litical bodies has been often noted, and every now and
then something of the sort occurs in Congress. Then
there is a laugh from the irreverent, or an expression of
disgust from serious and sensible people who feel that by
these exhibitions religion is brought into discredit.

“A few days ago the chaplain in the Senate, Rev.
Hugh Johnson, delivered one of these political prayers,
in which he said:—

“ ¢*We recognize Thy hand in this work of commercial
legislation now near completion in so short a period of
Congressional history. We thank Thee for the courage,
the disinterestedness, and the generosity exhibited by
Senators and Representatives, and that party inter-
est and feelings and local interests have been subordi-
nated to the expressed will of the majority in this legis-
lation.’

““The reverend gentleman, it may be explained, al-
luded to the tariff bill. Not a few persons, it is to be
feared, will be profane enough to give expression to a
good deal of mirth at the idea of the ‘coutrage, disinter-
estedness and generosity’ of the Senators and Represen-
tatives in connection with the pending ‘ work of commer-
cial legislation.” It will be hard to believe that the hand
of the Almighty directed some of the proceedings of the
hororable members who have been laboring over the
complicated and difficult schedules recently in Wash-
ington.

“Such ‘prayers’ have a sound of cant and hypocrisy,
and it is not just to term them prayers at all, but rather
political speeches. No clergyman of decent instincts and
of proper 1everence for the Almighty would address such
offensive instruction to the divine Author of all things,
patronizingly informing him of the satisfaction of crit-
cal observers here below with his direction of mundane
things.”

‘“Fashionable Desecration of Sunday.”

UNDER this heading a New England journal says:—

“The church-going element of New England is stirred
because the aristocratic sojourners of Newport turned
last Sunday into an occasion of merry-making. First
the nabobs had their showy carriages manned by lackeys
in bottle-green livery bowling along Bellevue avenue and
the ocean roadway until it seemed as if every swell turn-
out in the country was in the procession. Then Oliver
H. P. Belmont gave a reception which was attended by a
small army of well-dressed men and women and which
was enlivened by the music of a brassband. Besides this
there were eight more elaborate receptions including one
given by Chauncey M. Depew. At the Casino, dinners
were given by the dozen, the guests numbering all the
way from ten to twenty, and in other ways the decorum
prescribed by Christianity for observing the sabbath was
trampled upon.”’

A Sunday law is essentially a restriction upon the
poor. It can never be anything else than class legisla-
tion. The unfortunate circumstances which surround
the poor sufficientlv emphasize the contrast between
them and the rich, where no Sunday law exists. And
anything which tends to deepen this contrast, as a
Sunday law does, can only tend toward anarchy and
revolution.

— >ttt

Official Religion.
¢ CONVERTED BY MISTAKE.”

** Present Truth," London, Eng.

It is well known that the larger part of the popula-
tion of Europe that turned from their native paganism
to the papal church in early times were converted in the
mass; that is, the chief of the tribe, for political or other
reasons, cast in his lot with the imperial religion, and his
people followed him in religion as they followed him in
war. This notion of religion, which left no place for a
change of heart and life, was thoroughly papal and has
always been the religion of the natural man. It was
against this religion of lifeless form that the Protestant
Reformation lifted the standard, calling men to personal
faith and to the new birth by the incorruptible Word.
To the survival of that old idea of religion is due the cru-
sade in all Christendom for religion and morality by pol-
itics and religious legislation. Men whose religion is but
a cloak easily conceive the idea of forcing others to wear
the same cut of garment.

Apropos of this subject of official religion, the Echo
has recently reminded us that a Tartar tribe in Russia
was last century ‘“‘converted” to Mohammedanism by an
official’s blunder:—

“They were converted by mistake—by a slip of the
pen—in a fit of absence of mind. Up till then the Kirghiz
Tartars were Shamanites—worshipers of nature, spirits,
and ancestral ghosts, as all the Central Asiatic tribes
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were before the advent of Mohammedanism, and as some
of them in obscure regions still are. In communication
with the Kirghiz chief, he was addressed as Mohammedan
by the Russian Minisger.  His tribe was supposed to be
Islamic, and was officially described as such. After a
time the St. Petersburg officials discovered that they had
made a mistake. ‘You might have made Christians
of them, once you were about it,” exclaimed the head of
the orthodox faith. They might. But there the Mo-
hammedan designation was in the official records of the
empire, and Mohammedans the Kirghiz had to be, willy
nilly.

X‘The spectacle presented by a Christian State per-
suading a nation to embrace Islamism was curious. Of
course there was no compulsion. The Kirghiz Khan,
being a polite man, made no bother about the affair. He
became a passable Mohammedan. And of course, his
tribe followed his example. They are not very strict
Mohammedans. Much of their old Shamanic faith still
survives.

‘A still more curious example of chance in religious
acceptance is that of Russia herself. When Vladimir sent
envoys abroad—to Byzantium, among other places—in
search of a new religion for his subjects, he was induced
to become a Christian because of the splendor and the
riches of the Christian capital. God must have specially
favored a State so opulent, he argued. So his heathen
Muscovites were officially informed that Christians they
must become. But there was another Mohammedanism
which was then competing with Christianity. But ab-
stention from strong drink was one of its’ commands.
It is historically known that this was the Russian peas-
ant’s objection to embracing the prophet's faith, then
triumphant in Central Asia and Asia Minor.”

—

*Civil Righteousness’’ and Religious Prejudice.

THE Martinsburg, Pa., Weekly Herald, of August 12,
makes this allusion to the recent arrest of W. H. Arm-
strong, in that State, for “Sunday desecration’:—

“The evil power of ‘civil righteousness’ and the reli-
gious prejudice of a lot of ‘good’ church people is in sad
evidence at Washington, Pa. Rev. W. H. Armstrong, a
devout minister of the church of the Seventh-day Advent-
ists, was last week fined and imprisoned in the Washing-
ton county jail, for serving God according to the way he
believes. His arrest was due to a number of ‘zealous’
church people, who charged him with ‘Sunday desecra-
tion.” The first words of the justice of the peace before
whom Rev. Armstrong was brought, were: ‘There is a
nest of Adventists in town that will have to be cleaned
out.” Thus religious jealousy and prejudice was allowed
to prejudge his case. Religious persecution and not the
evidence, decided.

“The same forces are organizing for an aggressive
campaign against ‘sabbath desecration’ as they term it,
in Bedford County and similar persecutions are bound to
follow. How rapidly the events are leading us up to a
closer union of Church and State. Reader, if you arein
favor of complete religious freedom, express your senti-
ments without fear of preacher or people, and help stay
the tide that is trying to sweep away our civil and reli-
gious liberties.” A

Crumbs.

BY 8. O. JAMES.

SATAN delights in oppression and succeeds in persuad-
ing a certain class of minds that even in its worst forms
it is only wholesome discipline and that they themselves
are the divinely-appointed agents to administer it.

It is a good thing to seek for glory, honor and im-
mortality with the hope that by patient continuance in
well-doing we may have eternal life, but let those who
are seeking to force measures which can be secured only
by the spirit of meekness, gentleness and love beware lest
their power be suddenly wrenched from them and their
glory turned into shame.

THE freedom with which some men attempt to lay
down the rules of religion for others is not the freedom
that comes from God.

MEeN take liberties that bind their own souls in the
worst of bondage.

Ho~EST men are sometimes misled with regard to
methods. Peter used the sword for his Master’s sake,
but the Masgter’s timely and mild rebuke, so useful to
him in future life, seems of little worth to the hasty im-
petuous throng who will have him to be king of this
nation. o

No MAN can of himself free himself from the bondage
of sin into which all have fallen, but when freed by the
Great Emancipator, the Lord Jesus Christ, he immedi-
ately partakes of his spirit and heartily desires that
others may taste the sweet boon. It then becomes his
business to learn what will enslave and what will tend to
freedom.

Happy is that soul who can see that it is not nec-
essary to deprive any of one God-given right in order
that others may be free or have a greater measure of
freedom.

A LARGE company of Christians are now praying fora
Sunday law; in other words, they would have the great.
God so move upon the minds of a majority in this nation
that a stringent law would forbid all labor upon a day
which he has never in any sense made sacred,—thus rob-
bing that part of the people who keep the day he has
blessed of one sixth of their time. By what mysterious.
principle in logic or precedent in the dealings of God with
men do they expect an answer to their prayers?

OH that men in their work of Christian endeavor
would study more carefully and prayerfully the things
that are characteristic of God, of his law, and of his peo-
ple and work, as well as those peculiar to the enemy.

—_— >t ————

“THE carnal mind is enmity against God; for it is
not subject to the law of God, neither indeed can be.””
Yet in the face of this plain Seripture declaration, men
will pase laws to enforce the law of God.



“1 Sit as a Queen.” “ Christ Has Come.”

“l sit as a queen and am no widow and shall see
no sorrow.” These are the boastful words of the fallen
woman, the fallen Church of all the Christian centuries.
She has been clothed with the purple and scarlet of civil
power, and has seated herself as queen beside the Cesars
on the throne of earthly glory. Her waiting for the re-
turn of her loving husband is ended. He had given her
His promise as the Prince of Heaven that he would re-
turn for her. With tender loving tones he told her of his
infinite love and of his untold riches, and of his sure re-
turn. - “Let not your heart be troubled. In my
Father’s house are many mansions, if it were not so |
would have told you. | go to prepare a place for you.
And if | go and prepare a place for you, | will come again
and receive you unto myself, that where | am, there ye
may be also.” To the plaintive reply, It will be lonesome
when you are gone, he had quickly answered, “I will not
leave you comfortless.”  “I will pray the Father, and he
shall send you another Comforter.” “He shall not speak
of himself, but whatsoever he shall hear that shall he
speak; aud he shall show you things to come. He shall
glorify me; for he shall receive of mine and show it unto
you. Allthings that the Father hath are mine: There-
fore said T that he shall take of mine and show it unto
you.” *“Lovestthou me?” *“I have loved thee with
an everlasting love.” “If ye love me keep my command-
ments.”

Oh what a divine story of infinite love! How could
this woman so quickly forget “the chiefest among ten
thousand,” the one “altogether lovely” who poured out
his princely life to redeem her? How could she part with
that snow white garment which had been given by her
faithful Lover, every thread of which he had woven amid
weariness and woe, and washed in his own blood how
could she bear to be clothed in that blood-stained robe of
purple and scarlet which cruel hands had placed on her
pale and patient Lord ? How could she receive the crown
of a queen from the power that had platted that crowu
of thorns? How could she forget his love? How could
she send him that cold and cruel message of rejected love,
“1 sit a queen and am no widow.” Casar is now her <
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cepted Lord, and she has ceased to look for the return of
her lawful spouse.

This is the sad story as told by the Lord himself; let
us now trace it in the annals of history.  Asingle para-
graph will tell how in the fourth century and onward,
when the Church became wedded to the State, the doc-
trine of the personal second coming of Christ was rejected,
and the adulterous union of the Church with the Roman
empire was declared to be the fulfillment of the *“blessed
hope” of the apostolic church:—

“This state of matters, however [the general belief in
the literal second coming of Christ], gradually disap-
peared after the end of the fourth century. The change
was brought about by two causes,—first, Greek theology'
which reached the West chiefly through Jerome, Rufinus,
and Ambrose; and, second, the new idea of the Church
wrought out by Augustine on the basis of the altered po-
litical situation of the Church. He himself had at
one time believed in it; he too had looked forward to the
holy Sabbath which was to be celebrated by Christ and
his people on the earth. But the signs of the times
pointed to a different prospect. Without any miraculous
interposition of God, not only was Christianity victorious
on earth, but the Church had attained a position of su-
premacy. The old Roman empire was tottering to its
fall; the Church stood fast, ready to step into its inherit-
ance. It was not simplythat the world-power, the enemy
of Christ, had been vanquished; the fact was that it had
gradually abdicated its political functions in favor of the
Church.  Under these circumstances Augustine was led,
in his controversy with the Donatists and as an apolo-
gist, to idealize the political side of the Catholic church,—
to grasp and elaborate the ideathat the Church is the
kingdom of Christ and the city of God.  Others before
him may have taken the same view, and he on the other
hand never forgotm that true blessedness belongs to the
future; but still he was the first who ventured to teach
that the Catholic church, in its empirical form, was the
kingdom of Christ; that the millennium kingdom had
commenced with the appearing of Christ, and was there-
fore an accomplished fact. By this doctrine of Augus-
tine’s the old millenarianism, though not completely ex-
tirpated, was at least banished from the realm of the
dogmatic. For the officialtheology of the Church it very
soon became a thing of the past; certain elements of it
were even branded as heretical. It still lived on, how-
ever, in the lower strata of Christian society.”—Encyclo-
pedia Britannica, Vol. XV, p. 317.

Turning now from the “mother” to the daughters, of
the Reformation periods, let us see if they are not repeat-
ing the history of the mother of harlots.  Through all
the long night of apostasy the Lord has had a faithful
bride who was true to his love and who was making her-
self ready, and patiently “looking for that blessed hope
and the glorious appearing of the great God and our
Saviour Jesus Christ.”  As above stated, they were re-
garded as heretics by the reigning queen, and “confined
to the lower strata of Christian society;” but this great
truth lived in the same lowly “strata” in which Christ
planted the truth, when he taught it to the fishermen.

At the.dawn of the Reformation the “blessed hope”
was revived.
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“The German and Swiss Reformers all believed that
the end of the world was near.”—Ib. 318. After the suc-
cessors of the early Reformers had become entangled with
human governments ‘“they took up the same ground in
this respect which the Roman Catholic church had occu-
pied since the days of Augustine.”—Ib. 318.

We will let the late Dr. A. J. Gordon, that godly Bap-
tist minister, who though dead yet speaketh, state in his
kindly way the present attitude of the daughters of the
Reformation periods, on this subject:—

“Tt is to be regretted that our Protestant Christian-
ity, in its separation from Rome, never passed entirely
out of the baleful shadow of this pseudo-millennium. For
many to this day confound the Church with thekingdom,
and apply the promises of the glory of the age to come,
to the present triumphs of the gospel.  God forbid that
in the slightest degree we should undervalue the mission-
ary and evangelical victories which have so signally
marked this ecentury; but if we are tempted to predict the
speedy conquest of the whole world to Christ through
these successes, we need to be admonished to speak ac-
cording to the Word. The present is the dispensation of
election; the declared purpose of preaching the gospel to
the Gentiles in this age is to take out of them a people
for His name (Acts 15:14), and it is a premature grasp-
ing of the kingdom to apply to this period thoseglorious
predictions of universal righteousness in the age to come,
with which Scripture abounds.” .

Next let a prominent Methodist clergyman, signing
himself ‘“Ignotus,” tell in his powerful style another
phase of the same truth:—

“QOur ministry have been dazzled and bewildered by
the splendor of ourunparalleled material progress. They
have shared it and have been lifted by it out of the pov-
erty andsacrifice of the fathers,clothed in purple and fine
linen, and made to fare sumptuously every day. They
have come to glory not in the cross, but that in preach-
ing the gospel they have gotten beyond allits crucifixions
and sacrifices, and that henceforth the world would be
saved by our national progress and our splendid ecclesi-
astical equipage.

“All this we have accounted the good time coming,
the breaking of the millennium. This is the style of
boasting and conceit that has characterized our pulpits
for the last twenty years, and now we awake—if we do
awake—to find our progress has been material and selfish
—progress toward death. I am not saying that our na-
tion is near itsdownfall, but I do say we arerapidly hast-
ening in this direction. We need only to make progress.
The inevitable tendency of our current economics and
politics is to anarchy through tyranny, rebellion, revolu-
tion.”’—Christian Advocate, Feb. 14, 1895.

We will now submit a few quotationsfrom the leaders
in that gigantic movement of the churches called ‘‘Chris-
tian Citizenship,” to show that the control of civil affairs
by the Church is now, as in the days of Augustine and
onward, coming to beregarded as the fulfillment of Christ’s
promise to come again:—

“Not until the kingship of Jesus is established over
our land and the world, and his teachings made the rule
in public affairs, will the Christian Citizenship League
have achieved its purpose to prepare the way of the Lord.

And then it shall be found that not only has the way for
his coming been prepared, but that he has indeed and in
truth come.””—The Christian Citizen, the organ of the Na-
tional Christian Citizenship League, Dec., 1896.

This is exactly what the mother of harlots said in the
fifth century when she had gotten control of publicaffairs
and seated herself as a queen on the throne of the Czesars.
She said, “Christ has come.”

‘“We mean to lay hands on politics, we mean to wash
politics clean and clothe her in white raiment, and make
her an obedient handmaid to the Great King.”—* Offi-
cial Report,” Boston Christian Endeavor Convention,
p. 214.

This is just what the mother thought to do, but in-
stead of clothing politics in ‘“‘white raiment” she made
her own white raiment scarlet with sin, and then she
thought she had reformed politics, and that she was rul”
ing as the handmaid of the Great King, when in reality
she was ruling as the ‘great harlot”” the arch-enemy of
the Great King.

“What is my work as a member of a good citizenship
committee? 1t is to enthrone Christ in every town and
city in the State, to have every mayor and councilman
aChristian, then Christ will rule.—Official Report, Boston
Convention, p. 215.

An official description of the Christian Citizenship
meeting of the Christian Endeavor Convention, held
on Capitol Hill, Washington, D. C., July 11, 1896, reads
thus:—

‘““Never before has our government permitted the
area around the Capital, the very heart of the nation, to
be used for other than governmental purposes. And in-
deed a governmental purpose was that, since the 50,000
represent nearly 3,000,000 young people whose force of
character will make them the country’s governors before
many a moon has passed. That grand exhibition of
young manhood and womanhood is the clearest omen
yet seen of the coming time when Christ, whose right it is
to reign, shall be supreme on Capitol Hill.””—Official Re-
port, p. 289. :

Pages of similar quotations might be submitted, but
these must suffice as samples, showing that the Roman
Catholic conception of the kingdom of Christ pervades
the Protestant churches. It is this papal conception
that is spurring them on to gain control of civil affairs
that they too may sit as queens and be widows no
longer.

Meanwhile the faithful bride prepares and waits.
Meanwhile she listens to the tender messages brought by
the Holy Spirit from the loving Lord who shows her
‘“‘things to come.””  Like Stephen, filled with the Holy
Ghost, she looks up to heaven and sees her husband
seated at the right hand of God.  As he passes from the
holy to the most holy apartment of the heavenly sanc-
tuary she follows with her loving looks. To the Spirit’s
tender message from Him, “Surely I come quickly,” she
lovingly answers, ‘“ Even so, come, Lord Jesus.”

A. F. B,
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TrE Wesleyan Methodist, of July 7, takes occasion
to refer to the AMERICAN SENTINEL as being “out and
out infidel, and preposterous in every way.” We think
this will be news to most of our infidel or *freethought”
exchanges. Is it because the SENTINEL is the only paper
in the land which sets forth the Bible as being the truest
and highest science, and God as the author and teacher
of all true science, that the Wesleyan Methodist charges
it with being altogether ‘‘infidel ’?

*
* *

THE occasion of this pronouncement by the Method-
ist came about on this wise. An inquiry came to it from
a correspondent in Michigan, couched (in part) as fol-
lows:—

“A few days ago a small paper called the AMERICAN
SENTINEL came into my hands, in which was a commun-
ication opposing the amendment to the Constitution of
this Government by which we shall recognize the name of
God as the supreme ruler of the universe and arbiter of
nations, claiming that it would lead to a union of Church
and State, which I perceive to be a preposterous idea.
Is not God the Creator of all worlds, the Giver of all life
and intelligence to all rational beings, and are they not
all dependent upon Him for every blessing enjoyed, both
temporal and spiritual,and can there be anything wrong
in acknowledging his supreme authority and our in-
feriority, seeing that he is infinitely wise and just and
good, and that his goodness extends to every creature
and is stamped upon every object in creation?”’

The Methodist printed this communication, and

added the information to which we have referred.

*
* *

OrF course God is ‘“the Creator of all worlds, the
Giver of all life and intelligence to all rational beings,”
and they are “dependent upcn him for every blessing
enjoyed, both temporal and spiritual,” etc. The SENTI-
NEL has never denied this; on the contrary, it has
taught it in every issue. Nor has it ever contended that
there would ‘be anything wrong in acknowledging his
supreme authority and our inferiority.” It is part of
the mission of the SENTINEL to urge all persons to do
that very thing. Did any “out and out infidel” organ
ever adopt this course?

* * *

BuTt note this point: an individual acknowledgment
of God as the Creator and Sovereign of the universe, and
of his claims upon all men, is a different thing altogether
from a governmental acknowledgment of this kind. The
SENTINEL would be well pleased to see all individuals in

the land confess their dependence upon God and his
right to their allegiance and service. But it objects to

any action of this kind from the Government.

*
* *

WaY? and wherein is the difference? Simply because
governmental recognition of God is opposed to individ-
ual recognition of him. It is opposed to any recognition

~of God that is pleasing to God himself. For true and

acceptable recognition of God is of faith; but govern-
mental recognition of God is of force, and not of faith.
The Government would be nothing without force; and
whatever the Government does, is carried out not by
faith, not by love, nor by persuasion, but by force. The
Government never wastes one moment in arguing with
or beseeching individuals to secure compliance with its
wishes. It simply putsits desires into the form of en-
actments, and he who fails to comply therewith does so
at the peril of his property and his personal liberty.

»
* *

A GOVERNMENTAL recognition of God, therefore,
means a recognition of him by the force of the pains and
penalties which the government has at its command for
the execution of its purposes. When the Government
makes arecognition of God, it meansthat you must recog-
nize God in precisely the same manner,no matter whether
you believe in it or not, or be counted out of the Govern-
ment altogether. For the people being the Government,
what the Government does is done by the people. You
are either not of the Government, or else you participate
in the Government’s action. If you are a part of the
Government, you must conform to the Government’s
religion. If you are not a part of the Government, you
must suffer the penalties which belong with disfran-

chisement.

*
*

THE complexion of the Government, of course, is
continually changing. It alters with every election. Its
requirements are constantly varying. And to all these
changes, the participant in the Government must con-
form. When the Government changes its manner of
recognizing God, he must change with it, no matter how
it may suit his own convictions. When the Government
endorses a religious dogma—as for example, the dogma
that Sunday is the Sabbath—he must likewise endorse
it, though he may not in the least believe it to be true.
This leaves no room for faith; it cuts squarely across
all individual freedom of choice. And therefore it is, as
before stated, opposed to the only recognition of God
which he can accept. ¢ Without faith it is impossible to

please Him.”
*

* *

THERE are a multitude of participants in State and
national governinent in this land who do not believe in
God at all, and therefore do not believe in any recogni-
tion of him. And there are multitudes more who do
recognize him, who would be certain to dissent from

he recognition provided by the Government. Either
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these would have to be counted out of the Gov-
ernment, or the governmental recognition of God
would be a lie and a piece of base hypocrisy; for
when the Government speaks, it speaks for all those
composing it. It would be a lie and hypocrisy in the
case of every dissenter from it; and in a land where
there is so little unanimity of religious belief as is seen
here, the dissenters would be by no means few. Many of
these, however, for the sake of policy, would pretend to
acquiese in the popular view; hence the recognition of
God could not fail to be a lie and a piece of hypocrisy at
the very best. At the very best it would be a base insult
to Him whose all-seeing eye discerns the secret motives
of men’s hearts. And who cannot see,in addition to
this, the religious controversy, thestruggle for suprem-
acy between the sects, which such a proceeding would

necessarily engender?

*
* *

For all these reasons the SENTINEL is oppesed to a
governmental recognition of God; and for being so op-
posed, it -is denounced by the Wesleyan Methodist as
being “out and out infidel, and preposterous in every
way.” If to oppose a lying, hypocritical act alike in-
sulting to God and unjust to man, is ‘“ preposterous,’
then we prefer to be preposterous; and we will let the
Wesleyan Methodist occupy the opposite ground.

*
* ¥*

It is announced from Rome that the pope is dieap-
pointed in the encyclical put forth by the Pan-Anglican
Conference of the Anglican church, because it not only
does not favor a cleser union between the English and
Roman churches, but advocates ‘‘resistance to the usurp-
ations of the holy see.”

*
* *

THE United States has sent a representive of its War
Department, in the person of an aged general of wide
experience in the military affairs of this country, to in-
spect, and of course report upon, the development of
militarism in Europe. Infact, it is said that he has
already sent two repcrts of his observations to the War
Department regarding the conduct of the late conflict
between Turkey and Greece,—and that now he remains
to witness the autumn maneuvers of the German army.
To the traveler through Germany, and the transient
resident in its garrison towns, which term might apply
to most of the German towns and cities, it would seem
that the business of Germany is war, and thut all its
commercial and other prosperity is used but as a means
to further the one greatend of developmentof militarism.
The American general is well qualified by his intimate
knowledge of the terrors and barbarities of battle, and
the impossibility of reconciling the end and purpose of a
military life with the requirements of a Christian life, to
warn the government of this country against the further
development of militarism in the United States. It would
be an unexpected thing if he should do so. But he could

have no better text for such a warning than the great
military plays which he is now witnessing.

- <
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Intolerance in Manitoba.

RELIGIOUS intolerance has shown itself in Manitoba.
The situation is set before us in the following letter,
from a reader of the SENTINEL in Winnipeg:—

Winnipeg, Manitoba, Aug. 23, 1897.

EpiTors AMERICAN SENTINEL: I write to inform you
that the spirit of persecution has again broken out in
this province. During the present summer three of our
people have been arrested in different parts of this field
for Sundaylabor. The first was Jacob Nickelof Morden,
who was released and sent home when it was found he
would go to jail rather than pay a fine. This occurred
in June. '

Last week John McKelvy was incarcerated in the
jail at Portage La Prairie, for Sunday work. His time
in jail was to be five days, which will expire tomorrow,
August 24.

Last Friday Edward Kelly of Winnipeg was sum-
moned to appear the next day, to answer to the charge
of carrying on his ordinary occupation on ‘“‘the Lord’s
day, commonly called Sunday.” I enclose an extract
from the evening edition of the Free Press :—

““On the docket of the city police court this morning,
appeared the name of the well-known barber, Mr.
Edward Kelly, who is charged with violating the Sab-
bath ordinance by shaving customers on Sunday. This
case is likely to develop into one of the moat interesting
that has ever come before the police court. Mr. Kelly is
a Seventh-day Adventist, and in accordance with his re-
ligious belief he observes Saturday as the Sabbath day.
On that day his shop on Market Street is closed. On
Sunday, however, Mr. Kelly keeps his shop open for his
customers. It is understood that the Barbers’ Union is
behind the prosecution in this case.

“Mr. Kelly discussing the matter this morning, said:
‘1 observe the Sabbath day and keep it holy as my Bible
teaches me. The Sabbath day, according to my Bible
teaching is Saturday and on that day my shop is never
opened. I have arranged with my customers to shave
them on Sunday. This is a matter of conscience with me
and I consider this prosecution an injustice.’

““‘But your religious beliefs will scarcely be accepted
as excuse for violating the laws of the land ?’

“‘I am obeying the laws of God. I will obey the
laws of man when they do not conflict with the laws of
God, but when they do I will not raise man above God.
I will go to jail before I will submit to injustice. If
by going to jail I can help mankind to see the truth of
the gospel I will willingly go.’

““The case was enlarged until Monday at Mr. Kelly’s
request. On Monday he will be ready to submit his de-
fense to thecourt.” ’

On Monday the case was again enlarged till Friday,
the 27th. Mr. Kelly desires to become acquainted with
the law in the case, and carry it to the Supreme Court if
convicted in the lower courts. We await the outcome
with deep interest.

Yours truly,
W. H. FALCONER.
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WE have opened this department for the express pur-
pose of directly introducing ourselves to the younger
portion of the large and growing SENTINEL family, in
whom we feel a deep personal interest.  Soon they will
enter life’s duties in earnest, and it should bz with the
Woe shall

seek to fill thedepartment with matter interesting, timely

widest comprehension of what that implies.
and instructive. We hope it will meet a genuinedemand,
and help to awaken a lively interest in one of the most
vital subjects that can engage the attention of young
people at this time.

A Short Talk on Natural Rights.

ONE of the first things that it is important every in-
dividual should have some knowledge of, is the subject of
natural rights.

We cannot ignorerights. We have rights of our own,
which we want other people to repeat. And other people
have rights, which we ought torespect, but arenotalways
careful to respect. No one is too young to possess
rights. They belong as well to the baby in its cradle, as
to the grown-up man or woman.

Nothing comes more natural to theaverage littleboy

or girl than to want to do something which will interfere
with somebody’s rights. Of course, they do not think of
t in this way; they are thinking of their ownamusement
or of getting something that they want. They like to
tease little folks smaller than themselves, just to see them
get angry without being able to ‘“pay back.” They are
quite apt to believe that ‘“‘might makes right,” or at
least to act among their playmates asif they believed
this. They do this without thinking of anything but
their own amusement and satisfaction, but when they
are treated in this way themselves, they have a keen
sense of its injustice.  They feel instinctively that they
have rights, which are being invaded.
. The rights that we and all other people have, come
from God, and this is what makes them sacred. What
God gives us,nobody has anyright to takefrom us. God
meant that we should all have rights or privileges, and
be free to enjoy them: and anyone who interferes with
them is interfering with the plans of God. It is a shock-
ing thing that a mere creature of God’s hand should seek
to amuse and gratify himself by marring the designs of
the Creator.

God is ourCreator. He gaveall livingcreatures thei
life, and he gave it so that they might enjoy it. He did
not make any of his creatures to be miserable. So every
person has a right to life and a right to liberty, and such
things as he must have to enjoy life. This is what some
of the great men who lived here a hundred years ago,
said in the famous Decluration of Independence. Here
are some of their words: “We hold these truths to be
self-evident: that all men are created equal; that they

“are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable

rights; that among these are life, liberty, and the pur-
suit of happiness.” These truths, they said, are ‘self-
evident;”’ that means that they are so plain that no ar-
gument is needed to prove them. It means that every-
body who has intelligence ought to know without being
told, that God has given all persons an unalienable right
to life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness. So then
we all ought to know this much about the subject of
natural rights. And we ought to act as though we knew
it, too.

Most young boys are very apt to forget, or to act as
if they never knew, that all God’s creatures have a right
to life and happiness just the same as man has. For
instance, as they walk through the fields or woods and
gpy a bird upon the fence or the limb of a tree, their first
thought, very likely, is to find a stone or other missile to
throw at it. They do not mean to be cruel; they are only
thoughtless; but thoughtlessness is one of the worst
things in the world. Thoughtlessness causes a terrible
amount of suffering, not only to the lower animals, but
to human beings. Let us suppose, my boy, that your
aim was true, that the stone did what you meant it to
do, and the bird dropped dead to the ground. What
have you done? You have taken away life; but can you
give life? No; you could not put life into the very small-
est insect. The greatest man in the world, or all the men
in the world together, could not do it. It required infin-
ite power and wisdom to give life to that little bird; but
you, just for a moment’s ‘fun,” have taken this away,
and it is gone forever.

The great God gave that little bird a right to life; he
gave it power to fly through the air, he gave it a joyous
freedom, an eye to be pleased with nature’s beatiful forms
and colors; he gave it a right to the enjoyment of these
things: and this God-given right you and other equally
thoughtless boys take away just for the “fun” of it.
What must the great Creator think of such cruel and
wantom interference with his plans? Is he pleased with
it, do you think?

But boys are not the only ones to blame; far from it..
Think of the deliberate slaughtering of these beautiful
feathered creatures of God’s hand, just to enablesilly girls
and women to conform to the fashion of wearing birds
in their hats! Fashion is one of the cruelest things inthe
world. And in this case it is one of the wickedest. And
yet some people who call themselves Christians will take
away the mostsacred God-givenrightsfrom his creatures,
just to conform to worldly fashion.
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Let us treat all God’s creatures—even the insects that
mind their own affairs and harm no one—as we would
want to be treated if we were in their place. Let us re-
member that God-given rights are sacred things; and
let us pause and think twice before we stretch out our
erring hands to mar the handiwork of the infinite God—
before we wantonly take away something that is infi-
nitely beyond our power to restore. 1t is the Creator
himself who has told us that we should be careful to do
to others what we would want others to do to us.

> o<
> -
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A Lot in It.

“Mama, why did Cain kill Abel?”’ asked Charlie, look-
ing up from Doré’s picture of the murder of Abelin the
large family Bible.

“I think it says somewhere,” said Mrs. Ross, rather
absently, without glancing at the eager face of her boy
on the floor, “‘that it was because Cain’s works were evil,
and his brother’s righteous.”

Charlie’s face was puzzled and unsatisfied.

“But why, mama, did he want to kill Abel,if Abel was
doing right?”

“Because Abel’s right doing condemned his wrong
doing, and made him feel uncomfortable.”

“But, mama, now think real hard, and tell me why
Abel’s right doing made him feel uncomfortable ?”

“Why—why—Dbecause,” said Mrs. Ross, slowly, “I
suppose it annoyed him just as it annoys us to have peo-
ple differ with us in opinion, and question our judgment
and works.”

Charlie thought a moment. ‘Yes; that’sit. It an-
noyed me yesterday when Esther would not agree with
me about how to sharpen a pencil. Cain wanted his own
way, and of course did not want any one to have any
other way than his. It’s quite natural, isn’t it, mama?
But after all, mama, why couldn’t Cain have his own
way?”

“He could. No one hindered him that I know of. Did
any one hinder him ?”

“N-No,” said Charlie, slowly; “but everybody knows
that it wasn’t right. Why wasn’t it right? Whatis
right, any way?”’

“Why, right is right,” said Mrs. Ross, ‘‘because it is
right.”

“What made it right ?”’ questioned Charlie.

“O I do not know that I can explain it so you can

understand. It is right because it is in the very nature
of things. The universe could not exist if right were
not right. Why, Charlie, its the very nature of God

himself.”
“Did God tell Cain and Abel what was right to do?’»
*“Yes,”” said Mrs. Ross.
‘““And you say he is right.
them to do what he is.”
“That’s just it, Charlie.”

Then he must have told

“Then Cain must have been angry at what God is, if
Abel did what God is.”

‘““Abel was representing God,”” said Mrs. Ross, ‘“‘and
it must have been as you say.” Mrs. Ross laid down her
sewing as if a new thought had come to her. *‘Can you
tell me any text that tells what God is?”

“God is love,” answered Charlie promptly.

“Yes; then love is right. What is it that makes you
trust me, Charlie?”’

“Your love,” said Charlie, smiling.
know you love me.”

“Then because I love you, you trust me, and can
safely do anything that I tell you to do, because my com-
mands are the commands of love.  And you know I will
not tell you to do anything but what will be for your
good. Because God is love, and love works only good
all his creatures may safely trust in him, and do just
what he says. Abel did this. He recognized that God is
what he is, that is, love; and obeyed his commands,
believing in their blessing to him. God’s command-
ments are just what God himself is, and the word God
comes from the same word as good. He is the supremne
Good.”

“But when Cain heard God’s commands, he did not
believe in them and did not do them, and this shows that
he doubted that God was what he was, and trusted in
himself as being better, wiser, and higher than God. In
fact, dear, when any one sets his way above God’s way,
he puts himself in the place of God in his own estimation,
at least.

“Yes,” said Charlie, “I heard papa read the other
morning about a ‘man of sin,” who opposed and exalted
himself above all that is called God. But mama, I never
knew before what there was in one’s own way. Why,
there’s a lot in it,” said Charlie, wrestling with a set of
suggestions he could not put into words.

“So there is,” said Mrs. Ross, looking far away.
“There’s Calvary and the dark ages in it.”

“What you you mean, mama?”’

“You asked me why Cain killed Abel,”” said Mrs.
Ross. :

“Yes; and you said it was because his own works were
evil and his brother’s righteous.”

“Yes; and then we found that right was the very ex-
pression of what God is, and that Abel was expressing
God’s own nature, and that Cain was angry about it.’

“Yes, mama, here it is in the Bible: ¢ And God said to
Cain, Why art thou wroth? and why is thy countenance
fallen? If thou doest well, shalt thou not be accepted?
and if not, sin lieth at thy door.””’

“Now, Charlie, what was Cain really angry at?”’

“At God,” said Charlie, in an awe-struck tone.

“Yes, Charlie; and now I will ask you why did Cain
kill Abel?”

“Why, really,” said Charlie, slowly, ‘it was to get
rid of being reminded of God; to get God out of the way..
He really hated God.” )

“I believe that that was the bottom reason. Cain

“It’s because I
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did not know all that was in his heart; but hate was
there, and it is directly opposed to love, and God is love.
Abel was representing God to Cain, and Cain could not
bear hismeeknessand love. Did he leave him alonethen?
Did he give him liberty to go on representing God ?”’

“No, mama. Even after God spoke to him he still
kept his anger. It says that when he was walking in the
field with Abel that he rose up and slew him.”

“Now, Charlie, was that blow struck only at Abel, or
would he have killed any and every one who represented
God as did Abel? Would he have hated the same God
likeness in every one?”’

“Everybody,” said Charlie. ‘It was not Abel as a
person that he was mad at, but God.”

“Who has most fully represented God’s love to this
world ?”’

“Jesus,” said Charlie reverently.

“Yes, and were there any Cains in his day ?”’

“Oh yes, mama; I see what you mean. The high
priests, the scribes, and the Pharisees, and the mob that
shouted ‘crucify him.” ”’

“Now, Charlie, why did they kill Jesus?”’

“For the same reason that Cain killed Abel,—because
they could not bear God’slove. They did not want to
even have a God over them, but wanted to rule them-
gelves,—wanted to show themselves to be God, and get
God cut of the way, and every one that reminded them
of him.” '

“Can you think of any angel who wanted to have the
highest place?”’

“Lucifer,”” said Charlie.

“You may turn and read what is said of hisambition
in Isaiah 14:12-14.”

Charlie read, ‘“How art thou fallen from heaven, O
Lucifer, son of the morning. for thou hast said
in thy heart, I will ascend into heaven, I will exalt my
throne above the stars of God, I will be like the
Most High.”

“Then Jesus says he beheld him fall like lightning
from heaven, that he is now the god of this world, that
it is his spirit that now worketh in the children of diso-
bedience. There are two classes of influences at work in
the world, and we may choose which influence we will
come under. One influence is of God, the other of Satan.
One leads to right doing, one to wrong, one to love, the
other to hate, one to liberty for all, the other to bond-
age and persecution. In love is life and every blessing of
full liberty; in self is bondage, destruction and death.
You can see how choosing wrong, how setting tp one’s
own way above God’s way, leads to hatred of those who
take an opposite course, and who represent God on the
earth by obeying his commandments. The disobedient
n all ages have been persecutors, and in times past, be-
cause they had power to do so, have imprisoned godly
persons, have had them burned at the stake, tortured
and put to death as Cain did Abel, and as the Jews did
Jesus, simply because they were so deceived by choosing
wrong that they wanted to get God out of the way. But

in getting God out of the way, they cut themselves off
from the only source of love, life and liberty, and left for
themselves and their followers only isolation and death.
The history of many a nation who has forsaken God
shows this to be the truth.

“Now can you see clearly why Cain killed Abel ?”’

“Yes,” said Charlie, “and there’s a lot in it,—a whole
lot in it. I should think people better read God’s word,
and do as he says, so that they will be safe, and kept
from being onCain’s side of the question against God and
his people; for there’s a whole lot in it.” F. B.

Religious Liberty.

REL1GIOUS liberty is simply the liberty to wE)rship or
not to worship God, unmolested by the State, whose
province it is to control men’s actions by physical
force.

Religious liberty, in its accepted sense, is an inherent
right to every man, ard is not transferable.

Every man is possessed of a will and the power to
exercise it. In religious matters there is, in the economy
of God, no such thing as compulsion. Every individual
is left free to obey or not to obey, just as he sees fit.
Christ himself declares, “If any man hear my words and
believe not, I judge [condemn] him not.”” John 12:47.
One man may consider it his duty to obey the word of
God, another may not so regard it. It is the right of all
men to follow the dictates of conscience, no matter what
their opinions on the subject may be, unmolested by po-
lice authority, so long as in its exercise they do not de-
prive anyone else of an equal right.

o<

Home Work.

WE design to make this department intensely practi-
cal by providing interesting studies in: different phases of
the question of religious liberty, and also by arranging
for home work.

There are many remarkableinstancesin history where
the rights of conscience have come in conflict with the
powers of the State, and some of the utterances of those
against whom the laws were directed are memorable, and
should be indelible stamped on the minds of all. Here is
one:—

“Let us reject this decree. In matters of conscience
the majority-has no power.”

Who said this and what were the circumstances sur-
rounding its utterance? What was the result?

We would suggest that our young friends look the
matter up, and write out a concise statement of the case,
say not to exceed 250 words, and if you will forward the
same to us, we will be glad to give space in this depart-
ment to the one which, in our judgment, seems to be
the most meritorious. From whom shall we hear first?
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Our Special Offer Closed.

with this issue closes our special offer on the Senti-
net. When we determined to make it, it was with some
misgivings, fearing that the hot weather, the hard times
and the busy condition of our friends would militate
against its success. However, we had faith to believe
that the principles for which the paper stands in defense
where so strongly entrenched in their hearts that when
an opportunity was offered to do missionary work in its
behalf, it would be embraced. We are glad to say that
we have not been disappointed. The time for work was
only about one month, yet during this period we have
received nearly 5000 new subscribers. Considering all the
circumstances, we think this quite remarkable; indeed,
in conversation with a newspaper man a few days since,
when he was apprised of the results of the offer, he could
hardly believe us, and declared that there was not an-
other paper in the United States with an equal circula-
tion that could accomplish the same results in the same
time and with the same effort. We told him frankly
that we agreed with him, from the fact that we did not
believe there was another paper in the land that had the
constituency back of it that the sentiner had, and that
there was where the secret lay.

Now, just a word to those who have so cordially re-
sponded to this offer. We thank you most sincerely for
the effort, and desire to assure you that it will be our
earnest endeavor to make the paper more than ever
reflect the spirit of the message it bears. We shall bring
it into the closest possible relationship with all the peo-
pie, and will try to make its teachings so clear, so lucid,
so forcible and convincing that they cannot but arrest
the attention of those into whose hands it falls.

We have introduced into this issue some improve-
ments which we trust will be appreciated. More are to
follow. Itis our ambition to make the Sentinet so
valuable a paper that anyone who has once been a sub-
scriber will feel that in failing to read it, he will sustain
a personal loss. We want its weekly visits to be warmly
welcomed by every member of the sentiner family. And
now, we sincerely hope that your kindly interest in the
paper will not cease, but as opportunity presents cooper-
ate with us in raising the circulation of the only paper of
its kind in the United States till its influence shall be
felt throughout the length and breadth of the land.

Mr. D. Dickie, Of Orchard Lake, Mich., writes: “l am
becoming more and more interested in the Sentiner, as
it is a staunch advocate of equal rights for all and special
privileges for none.  Our present condition is of our own
doing. The majorities have voted for it. Now we are in
a bad fix, and how shall we extricate ourselves?  Expe-
rience is generally a dear teacher, but the lessons learned
are salutary if heeded. The crisis through which we are
passing is a most striking example of man’s inhumanity
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and injustice to his fellow-man. May the sentine1 raise
its voice like a trumpet for the right.”

N\ Suggestion.

w e have received several orders to discontinue copies
of the sentiner sent to parties under our special offer,
because of the impression that they would later be asked
to pay for what they themselves had not ordered. We
would again suggest the propriety of those who send the
papers in this manner, notifying the parties to whom the
paper is mailed that it is sent them free of cost.

Mr. R. G. W. co11ins, of Dodgeville, Wis., in remit-
ting for twenty-four subscriptions, says: “l enclose you
a list of subscribers | have secured for the Sentiner,
which includes some of the best men of the city. | have
not been well or could have done much better. Success
to the little giant.”

Card.

To all interested in carrying the gospel of Jesus Christ
to theinhabitants of other lands and who desire to assist
in supporting missionaries already placed and others
who may engage in the work, the opportunity is given to
make an offering to the Foreign Mission Board of the
Seventh-day Adventist denomination.

Such donations should be sent to W. H. Edwards,
the Treasurer of the Board, 1730 North Fifteenth Street,
Philadelphia, Penn.

TO OUR PATRONS:

1. Write names plainly.

2. Remit by P. O. Money Order, or Express Order, or by Bank Draft on
New York. Personal checks are not desired.

3. Make all Orders and Drafts payable to Pacific Press Publishing Co., not
to the editor or any other individual.

4. We will receive Postagre Stamps in small quantities and any kind of good
money. Defaced coins will not be taken. If paper money or coin is
sent, register the letter.

. | tig”™m e

ERICAN

Sentin

Set for the defense of Ii_bert%/ of conscience, and therefore uncompromising
opposed to anything fending toward a union of Church ana State,
either in name or in principle.

Published Weekly by Paeifie Press Publishing Co.

Organ op the

International Religious Liberty Association.
Single Copy, Per Year, - $1.00.
“ “ Six months, - - - .50.
“ ‘ Three “ 2 5
Address, AIIERICAN SENTINEL,

39 Bond Street, New York.
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You want to succeed in life; you should be trained for success.

The CAPITAL CITY COMMERCIAL COLLEGE and the
\ CAPITAL CITY SCHOOL OP SHORTHAND, Y.M.O.A. Bnilding,
! Des« Moines, lowa, are among the leading business training

sohools of this oonntry.

Board from $1.75 to $2.00 per week. All expenses reasonable. Competent graduates are assisted in

securing positions.
Moines, lowa.

The best of everything.

Send for catalogue to Mehan & McCauley, Des

SOUTH LANCASTER ACADEMY,

Is most healthfully located.
and industrial with intellectual training.

Combines religious

Thoroughness of instruction, solidity of character

and usefulness in life are the princnpal objects

of attainmen

Board and Tuiion Only $120 Per Year.

For further particulars and calendar, address,
J. H. HAUGHEY, Principal, South Lancaster, Mass.

THE WHIRL of the CYCLONE CONTINUES.

The people are looking far a
perfect washing machine. It is
found only in the Cyclone, and it
is so easy to demonstrate the fact
to intending purchasers that

agents for it are reaping arich harvest. Write
for terms and territory to Coon Bros., 1820~
Hanover St., Battle Creek, Mich.

“l am surprised,”

Says Pbof. E. A.
Sheldon, President
of the State Normal
School, Oswego, N.Y.
**that so much that
is valuable for one
to know is brought
intososmall acom-
pass and sold at so
small a price.”

THE NEW

Webster Dictionary
AND
Complete Vest-
Pocket Library
is full of happy sur-
prises. Itsuccessfully
combines a Diction-
ary of 45,800 words;
a ~complete Parlia-
mentary Manual;
Literary Guide, etc.
Positively the only
pocket ™ dictionary
giving the full pro-
nnnciation of words.

Over 300,0Q0 cop-
ies sold,

“1 shall give this
book a ﬁlace in my
vest pocket, a place

that no_other book thne far has had."—C. C.
Gaines, Pres, of Eastman Business College.

192 Pages, 5%x2% in., Weight, 2 ounces.

Should be owned by every Student, Business
Man, and Person of Intelligence.
Cloth, 25 cents; Morocco, 50 cents; Extra Qnal-

ity with Three Years” Calendar, Perpetual

Memorandum, and Safety Postage-Stamp

Holder, 60 cents.

Address all orders to

PACIFIC PRESS PUBLISHING CO.,
39 Bond St., New York City.

THE STORY OF
PITCAIRN ISLAND.

(SECOND EDITION.)

BY ROSALIND AMELIA YOUNG,
A Native Daughter.

Pitcairn Island, one of the volcanic gems of
the Pacific, has been heard of wherever the Eng-
lish language has been spoken. The story of the
working out of the problem of human life on its
limited territory reads stranger and more thrill-
ingly in many respects than a romance. But
mcsT, A not all, of the tales told and books
printed have either been too fragmentary or in-
correct and misleading. It will be interesting to
the friends of that miniature world to know that
an authentic history has been written, and that
k’eﬂy a native of the island, one to the manorborn.

issRosa Young is one of the direct descendants

of the mutineers of the Bounty. The book is a

plain, unvarnished tale of Pitcairn and its inhab-
ftants from its settlement to the year 1894. It is
written with a charming simplicity of style
which refreshes the reader and invites a contin-
ual perusal. Illustrated with 26 engravings by
the half-tone process, and its 23 chapters have
each aneatly engraved heading.

Price, $1.00

PACIFIC PRESS PUPLISHING CO,,
39 Bond St., New York City, N. Y.
Kansas City, Mo. Oakland, Cal.

FIGHTING
AGAINST
GOD5%$”

Is the Title of a sixteen-page tract jnst issued
as No. 41 of the

Religious liberty library.

In which PICTURE, POETRY, and PROSE
unite in teaching Christian principles
of freedom of conscience.

7 Fine Half-Tone
Illustrations 7

Printed on highly-finished paper.
Its attractiveness will insure perusal by the
most prejudiced or Indifferent reader.

Price—3 Cents each.

Usual discounts In quantities.

PACIFIC PRESS PUBLISHING CO.,
30 Bond Street, New York City.

UNIOfi  COLLEGE,

Founded in 1891 by the General
Conference of Seventh-day Advent-
ists, and located at College View,
a suburb of the city of Lincoln, Ne-
braska.

The climate is healthy and the san-
itary conditions excellent.

Purpose of the College.

This College was established not
merely for the purpose of teaching
the sciences, but also of giving in-
struction in the great principles of
God’sWord, and the practical duties
of every-day life.

Text Books.

The Bible holds the first place in
the educational system, and only
such text books are used as harmon-
ize with the inspired Word.

Courses of Study.

The usual work in the classical,
scientific and preparatory courses
is done, and in addition special bib-
lical courses are offered in English,
German, Danish and Swedish. Those
who cannot remain long in school
will be permitted to select from the
regular course such studies as they
may be qualified to pursue.

Thorough instruction given in
music, drawing, painting, stenogra-
phy, book-keeping and commercial
law.

Industrial Department.

An industrial department is con-
nected with, and forms a part of, the
regular college work. Each student
has an opportunity of spending two
hours daily in some useful physical
labor under a competent instructor.

Employment for young men: Prac-
tical farming and gardening, use of
tools, shoe making, tailoring, tent
making, baking and dairying.

For young ladies: Domestic work,
sewing, cooking, laundrying, flower
culture, etc.

Expenses low. Send for catalogue.

Address,

UNION COLLEGE,

College View, Nebr.
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Stomach:

Its Disorders and
HOW to Cure Them.

By J. H. KELLOGG, M. D.,

Superintendent of the Battle Creek (Mich.) Sanitarium.

This book presents in a nutshell what every person ought to know abom
the stomach, its functions in health, the symptoms produced by disease,
and the best methods of cure. The long experience of the already well*
known authorin the treatment of stomaoh disorders, in his supervision of
the Battle Creek Sanitarium, makes this a work of inestimable value, not
only for the sick but those who desire to keep well.

THE FOLLOWING ARE LEADING CHAPTER HEADINGS!
Tb6 Organs of Digestion. The Maladies of the Modem Stomach!
The Systematic Treatment of Indigestion, Foods, The Digestivo Fluids
Important and N6éw Discoveries Relating to Digestion, Treatment of Dis-
Remedies for the Home Treatment of Dyspepsia,
General View of the Digestive Process,
Quacks and Nostmms.

pepsia,
The Symptoms  Dyspepsia,

The work is Illustrated with more than one hundred and thirty cute
ncluding eleven full-page plates, three colored plates, etc.

This work ought to be in the hands of every dyspeptic.
PRICE, Cloth, $1.50. . - Half Buffing:, $2.00.

Modern Medicine Publishing Company,
Battle Creek, Mich.

AFIERIGAR
STATE PAPERS

_A most valuable work on the subject of religious legislation in the
United States, from the foundation of the Government 'to the present
time.

It includes the various prominent acts, both State and national, relat-
Ing to subjects of religion, such as Bills of Rights, Amendments, Treaties
Sunday Observance, etc. In it are found various Memorials, Petitions, an

Remonstrances; House and Senate Reports on Sunday Mails; documents
on “ The Sphere of Civil Government,” “ The Rights of the Jew.” ™ Religion
in the Public Schools,” * Civil Laws Against Blasphemy,” 4Christianity
and the Common Law,” “Sunday Legislation,” etc., eic.; Judicial Deci-
sions on Sunday Laws and the Bible in the Public Schools, [t also contains
in an appendix the provisions In the Bills of Rights of all the States, relating
to.the rights of conscience, and

The Sunday Laws, Complete,
OF ALL THE STATES AND TERRITORIES.

There are also running footnotes all throngh the book, containing the oomments
and statements of eminent men.

363 pages.  Price, best binding, $2.00, Cheap edition, $1.25.

PACIFIC PRESS PUBLISHING CO,
9 Bond Street, New York.

Kansas City, Mo. Oakland, Cal.

OrFAIM rnp LIST OF EXCELLENT BOOKS,
OLIi U rU n slightly damaged,offered at half-price.
Address, Pacific Press Publishing Co.,

39 Bond St., New-York.
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The Rights of the People, o r*s@”
Civil Government and Religion.

By ALONZO T. JONES.

THIS IS ONE OF THE VERY BEST BOOKS THAT HAS
EVER BEEN WRITTEN OH THE RELATION OF
THE CIVIL GOVERNMENT AND
RELIGION.

00 00 0o

It shows how Christianity advanced in the Roman Empire, not only
without the aid of the State, but in the face of the bitterest opposition from
the State; it discusses what the Christian should render to God, and what
to the State, and how the powers that be are ordained of God. The book
then takes up the history and principles of the movement so active now In
the United States, looking toward having the Church try to regulate and
cleanse politics, and shows what will be the certain results of following the
policy advocated by some of these church men. Nomatter what your views
upon this question, you cannot afford to miss reading this book.

Cloth, 378 pp., . 81.00.
Paper CoVvers, iciiinaennn, 40.

PACIFIC PRESS PUBLISHING COMPANY,

Bond Street, New York City, N. Y.

Kansas City, Mo. Oakland. Cal.

BY LAND AND SEA

e/ ONS)
A JOURNEY THROUGH FIVE CONTINENTS.

stopping places being California, Hawaii, New Zealand, Australia, India,
Egypt, Palestine, Italy, Switzerland, Germany, Denmark, England, and
Holland. The aim of the narrative, which has been written almost wholly
from original notes and observations, has been especially directed to the
object of presenting the life and nature of those regions, apart from the
mental instruction and its inherent features of intellectual entertainment.
The author has happily found, in the object lessons of life under its various
phases and conditions, illustrations of moral truths, which are portrayed
In a manner at once instructive and attractive. The book contains 392
pages, embellished with over 100 original, full-page engravings designed
especially for this work, and numerous part-page illustrations, and is fur
nished in the following bindings:—

Fine silk-finished cloth, embossed in gold and oolored ink, marbled edges ~ $2.25
" “ “ " “ gilt titles 2.75

Fnll Rnssia Leather, gold side and baok titles, gilt edges, extra finish 3.90
PACIFIC PRESS PUBLISHING CO,
39 Bond Street, New York.
Kansas City, Mo. Oakland. Cal.

SOMETHING
NEW, NEAT, NICE,

And necessary, ifyon would
know,and have others know
the CONnPLETE DECALOGUE as
God spake it from Sinai's
flaming sum mit.

A CHART 12x18 INCHES.

On thielc paper, momited at top
and bottom witli metal and ready
ohang on the wall.

Postpaid, 25 Cents.
Postage stamps acceptable.
Address, Pacific Press Pub. Co.,
39 Bond Street, New York.
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Interesting Scenes -
o - Historical Facts

Descriptive of the World-Renowned

YO SEJIITE VALLEY,

ByJ. M. HUTCHINGS,

OF YO SEMITE.

o*

Read _Adaot tlie

Big Trees
of

California.

496 Pages,

29 Chapters,

155 Illustrations.

o

DRIVING THItOUGH LIVING TREES

TheMHigh Sierra, With its Magnificent Scenery, (Indent and Modern Glaciers, and other Objects of Interest.

If you cannot go to Yo Semite Valley, you can see the pictures of some of the most interesting
scenes there.  You can read about it in this book.
The former Price was $3,25,
We offer it now for $1.60, postpaid.

Address--—--
PACIFIC PRESS PUBLISHING CO.
39 BOND STREET, NEW YORK, N. Y



